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the fountains were playing, and the birds were warb-
ling [on the trees]. I wen* straight on, and saw the
cage suspended from the tree, in which I perceived a
very handsome young man. I bent my head with
respect, and saluted him, and gave him the sealed and
enveloped note through the bars of the cage. That
young man opened the note and read it, and inquired
of me about the princess with great affection.

" We had not yet done speaking, when an army of
negroes appeared, and fell on me on all sides, and
began to attack me without delay with their swords
and spears; what could one single unarmed man do ?
In a moment they covered me with'wounds; I had
no sensation or recollection of myself. When I re-
covered my senses, I found myself on a bed, which
two soldiers were carrying along [on their shoulders];
they were speaking to eaeh other ,* one said, c Let us
throw the corpse of this dead man on the plain ; the
dogs and crows will soon eat it up/ The other re-
plied, * If the king should make investigation, and
learn this circumstance, he will bury us alive, and
grind our children to paste ; what 1 are our lives be-
come a burthen to us, that we should act so rashly ?'

" On healing this conversation, I said to the two
[ruffians] Gog and Magog, 'for God's sake take
some pity on me, 1 have still a spark of life left;
when I die, do with me what you please; the dead
are in the hands of the living ;l but tell me what has
happened to me; why have I been wounded, and who
are you? pray explain thus much to me/ They then
having taken pity on me, said, * The young man who

1 A Persian proverb.